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The Council adopts the following purpose and need statement and alternatives for analysis.
Purpose and Need
The St. Matthew Island blue king crab stock was declared overfished on October 22, 2018, because the estimated spawning biomass was below the minimum stock size threshold specified in the crab FMP.  In order to comply with provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, a rebuilding plan must be implemented prior to the start of the 2020/2021 fishing season.  
The St. Matthew Island blue king crab directed fishery has been closed since the 2016/2017 season.  The St. Matthew Island Habitat Conservation Area (SMIHCA) was created in 2008 and expanded in 2010 to protect blue king crab habitat; vessels fishing with nonpelagic trawl gear are prohibited from fishing in the SMIHCA. Other fishery closure areas include a 20nm Steller sealion closure around the southern tip of Hall Island to trawling, hook-and-line, and pot fisheries for pollock, Pacific cod, and Atka mackerel.  In addition, all state waters surrounding St. Matthew, Hall, and Pinnacle Islands are closed to the taking of king crab and to commercial groundfish fishing. 
This action is necessary to facilitate compliance with requirements of the MSA to end and prevent overfishing, rebuild overfished stocks, and achieve optimum yield. 
Alternative 1: No Action
Alternative 2: Set target rebuilding time frame (TTARGET) for the number of years necessary to rebuild the stock to the BMSY level at a probability ≥50%.  The stock will be considered “rebuilt” once it reaches BMSY.
Option 1: No directed fishing until the stock is rebuilt (TMIN)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Option 2: Allow the directed fishery to open based on the state harvest strategy while the stock is rebuilding (TMAX) 
