
Compiled submitted alternatives from all Salmon Bycatch Committee members (reordered and renumbered by staff)

Alternative 1: Status Quo

Alternative 2: PSC limit for chum salmon and/or area closures

Option 1: PSC limit of zero chum salmon.

Option 2: PSC limit based on historical (32-year time series) bycatch rates.
· Option 2a: Closure of directed pollock fishery when bycatch exceeds 22,000 (10th percentile of 1991-2022 PSC levels).
· Option 2b: Closure of directed pollock fishery when bycatch exceeds 54,000 (25th percentile of 1991-2022 PSC levels).

Option 3: Weighted, step-down PSC limit triggered by a three-river chum index (Kwiniuk, Yukon, Kuskokwim) that is linked to prior years’ chum abundance/ANS/escapement and weighted to account for variance in stock sizes across river systems.
· Option 3a: If the chum index is average/above average for 3/3 river systems, then the PSC limit is set at 54,000 (25th percentile of 1991-2022 PSC levels).
· Option 3b: If the chum index is average/above average for 2/3 river systems, then the PSC limit is set at 22,000 (10th percentile of 1991-2022 PSC levels).
· Option 3c: If the chum index is average/above average for 1/3 or 0/3 river systems, then the PSC limit is set at 0.

Option 4: Implement area hard caps in genetic sampling Region 1 and/or implement entire area closures in genetic sampling Region 1 during the B-season.
· Option 4a: PSC limit of 10th percentile of Region 1 chum PSC during the B-Season in Region 1.
· Option 4b: PSC limit of 25th percentile of Region 1 chum PSC during the B-Season in Region 1.
· Option 4c: Area Closure of Region 1 during the entire B-Season (weeks 22-45). 
· Option 4d: Area Closure of Region 1 during the B-Season Early Weeks (weeks 22-32).

Option 5 (applies to all):  Implement ways for alternative measures to evolve and be refined to protect W. Alaska/Upper and Middle Yukon stocks as real-time genetic sampling becomes available.


Alternative 3: Additional regulatory requirements for IPAs

· Option 1: Establish a Chum Salmon Reduction Plan Agreement (RPA) during the B season requiring pollock vessels to avoid identified subareas in genetic cluster areas 1 and 2 for a specified amount of time based on two triggers being met: 1) an established chum salmon incidental catch rate and 2) historical genetic composition (proportion) of Western Alaska chum salmon to non-Western Alaska chum salmon.

· Option 2: Additional regulatory provisions requiring IPAs to utilize the most refined genetics information available to further prioritize avoidance of areas and times of highest proportion of WAK chums in years of low abundance.


