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Introduction

Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs) are geographic sites that fall within the distribution of EFH for the Council’s managed species. Essential fish habitat is designated for the managed species identified in the Council’s six Fishery Management Plans (BSAI and GOA groundfish, BSAI crab, Scallop, and Salmon, Arctic management area).  The Council has a formalized process, identified in the FMPs, for selecting HAPCs. Under this process, the Council will periodically consider whether to set priority habitat types. This action initiates a Council call for proposals for candidate areas to be identified as HAPC, which meet the specific, priority habitat types. The sites proposed under this process are then sent to the Council Plan Teams for scientific review, to determine whether they have ecological merit, and are also reviewed for socioeconomic and management and enforcement impacts. This combined information is presented to the SSC, the AP, and the Council, and the Council may choose to select various HAPC proposals for further analysis and implementation.

	Steps in the HAPC process
	Draft Timeline 

	Council sets HAPC priorities
	April 2010

	Prepare and issue call for proposals; proposal period open
	April-August 16 (16 weeks)

	Initial screening of proposals for adherence to priorities; Council selects proposals to go forward for review
	October 2010

	Socioeconomic and enforcement review of proposals by staff
	October-November

	Plan Teams joint meeting to review of proposals for ecological merit
	January 2011

	Council decision on whether to formulate proposals into an amendment analysis
	February 2011

	Initial review of amendment analysis
	April 2011

	Final action on amendment analysis
	June 2011


This current notice constitutes a Request for Proposals for candidate areas to be considered as HAPCs. Proposals must meet the criteria identified in the section below. All Federal, State, private, and foreign organizations or members of the public are eligible to submit proposals. Proposals are due August 16, 2010. 

Criteria

HAPCs are areas within essential fish habitat (EFH) that may require additional protection from adverse effects. The EFH guidelines [50 CFR 600.815(a)(8)] provide four considerations for identifying HAPCs: 

1. The importance of the ecological function provided by the habitat.

2. The extent to which the habitat is sensitive to human-induced environmental degradation.

3. Whether, and to what extent, development activities are, or will be, stressing the habitat type.

4. The rarity of the habitat type.

The Council will consider specific sites occurring within EFH as HAPCs if they meet the rarity criterion identified above, as well as at least one other of the HAPC considerations.

Additionally, proposals must meet one of the Council’s identified priorities for this proposal cycle.

[INSERT HERE THE PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED BY COUNCIL]
Proposal application procedures

All applicants should complete the application included in this package. If you need further information, please contact the Council office by phone at (907) 271-2809, or by email to ________.

Proposals must be submitted to the Council office by mail or fax. Proposals will be accepted until 5 p.m. Alaska time on August 16, 2010. Proposals must follow the guidelines and criteria specified in this document. 
Proposal review process

Initial screening of proposals. Council staff will screen proposals to determine consistency with Council priorities, HAPC criteria, and general adequacy. Staff will present a preliminary report of the screening results to the Council. The Council will determine which of the proposals will be forwarded for the next review step: scientific, socioeconomic, and enforcement review.

Scientific review of proposals by Council Fishery Management Plan Teams. The Council will refer selected proposals to the plan teams, who will evaluate the proposals for ecological merit. The reviewers rate the proposals using the evaluation criteria identified in Appendix 1 to this proposal package. There will always be some level of scientific uncertainty in the design of proposed HAPCs and how they meet their stated goals and objectives. The review panels may highlight available science and information gaps that may have been overlooked or are not available to the submitter of the HAPC proposal.
Review of proposals for socioeconomic and management and enforcement considerations. Proposals will be reviewed by Council or agency economists for socioeconomic impact. The Magnuson-Stevens Act states that EFH measures are to minimize impacts on EFH “to the extent practicable,” thus, socioeconomic considerations have to be balanced against expected ecological benefits at the earliest point in the development of measures. Management and enforcement will also provide input during the review to evaluate general management cost and enforceability of individual proposals.

Council decision on whether to proceed with proposed amendments. The Council will select which proposal or proposals will go forward for analysis for possible HAPC designation. The Council may modify the proposed HAPC sites and management measures.
Resources available to the applicant

[NEED TO FILL IN WEBSITES, OTHER SOURCES OF INFO]
	NOAA charts
	

	Habitat distribution
	Maps of essential fish habitat for managed species, 

Sediment maps for Alaska, 

	Gear effects on habitat
	Chapter __ of EFH EIS, 

	Fishery distribution
	All gear types, 1998-2002 – chapter __ of EFH EIS, 

Trawl gear, 1993-2007 – Chapter 10 of EFH 5-year review, 

	Economic data
	Economic SAFE report, 


HAPC PROPOSAL APPLICATION
All text in italics is for instruction only, and should be deleted in the final proposal.
1 Proposer information

Name:


Address:

Affiliation:

2 Proposal Summary

Title:

Summary: Single, brief paragraph concisely describing the proposed action
What habitat is the proposed area intended to protect?:

What FMP species is the proposed area intended to protect?:

3 Geographic delineation of the proposed HAPC

Include latitude and longitude reference points and delineation on an appropriately-scaled NOAA chart.
4 Responsiveness to HAPC considerations and Council priorities

Identify how the proposed HAPC addresses the four considerations set out in the EFH guidelines, and the Council’s priority habitat types for the 2010 proposal process..
5 Purpose and objectives

Purpose and need:
Specific objectives for proposal:

Methods to measure progress toward those objectives:

6 Proposed management measures, if appropriate
Proposed management measures to meet objectives:
7 Effects
Expected benefits of the proposed HAPC to FMP species:
Identification of fisheries, sectors, stakeholders, and communities who would be affected by the establishment of the proposed HAPC:

8 Supporting information

Please provide the best available information and/or sources of information to support the objectives of the proposed HAPC and discussion of the expected effects of implementing the proposal, including socioeconomic costs if possible.
HAPC proposal info: http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/npfmc/?????
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