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ABC

◼ SSC required by MSA to provide ACL (ABC) 
recommendations at the level of the stock 
or stock complex. 

◼ FMPs document process, including 
application of the ABC control rule.

◼ Exceeding stock ACL (ABC) triggers 
accountability measures

◼ Council cannot recommend TAC greater 
than ACL (ABC)  for a stock or stock 
complex. 

Spatial apportionments of 
ABC (“subarea ABCs”)
◼ No MSA requirements

◼ Not ACLs; Exceedances do not trigger 
accountability measures

◼ FMPs do not detail a process for apportionment 
of ABC

◼ In practice, have been used as maximum TACs for 
Council (by area)
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ABC vs. Spatial (subarea) Apportionments of ABC 
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Unless directed otherwise by the Council, staff plan to move ahead with the 
following proposal regarding spatial apportionment of groundfish and 

provide relevant guidance during the annual harvest specifications process:

• New terminology

• Clarified purpose of apportionment

• Process clarifications / revisions

• Revised harvest specifications tables (Nov/Dec)



New terminology: BRDs 
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A spatial apportionment of a stock or stock complex will be referred to as a 
Biologically-informed Recommended Distribution (BRD). 

• Based on approved apportionment methods (survey biomass, catch for 
Tier 6) according to BSIA

• Socio-economic factors should not be incorporated into the 
recommendations of BRD nor methods to calculate BRDs



Biologically-informed Recommended Distributions (BRDs): Purpose

◼ Extra layer of precautionary management to account for 
uncertainty in stock structure (localized depletion)

◼ Biologically-informed starting point for TAC recommendations 
(Information to inform TAC)

◼ No change; “subarea ABC” =  BRD
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Process Clarifications

● As is current practice, AP/Council takes SSC- recommended BRDs & information 
in the report into account to inform TAC recommendations

○ Sum of subarea TACs must be < ABC 

○ In most cases, intent to continue to recommend subarea TACs < BRDs 

○ NS2



TABLES: SAFEs, Harvest Specs Recommendations (PT, SSC, AP, Council)
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Stock 
complex X

202X

Proposed specifications tables in Sept Oct 2025 would not be updated
Final specifications tables in Nov/Dec 2025 would be updated

OFL ABC BRD (TAC) Catch

W 197 ### ##

C 315 ### ##

E 525 ### ##

Total 1,555 1,037 1,037 ###
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2025 Catch as of

Species Area OFL ABC TAC (Date) OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC
State GHL n/a 4,769                 3,640            n/a n/a
W (610) n/a 38,882               38,882           31,457          n/a 38,882                 n/a 38,882               
C (620) n/a 90,937               90,937           71,571          n/a 90,937                 n/a 90,937               
C (630) n/a 50,587               50,587           20,534          n/a 50,587                 n/a 50,587               
WYAK n/a 5,565                 5,565             1,382            n/a 5,565                   n/a 5,565                 

Subtotal 269,916       190,740            185,971         124,944       153,971              133,075              185,971              153,971            133,075            185,971            
SEO 12,998         9,749                 9,749             -                12,998                 9,749                   9,749                   12,998               9,749                 9,749                 

Total 282,914       200,489            195,720         124,944       166,969              142,824              195,720              166,969            142,824            195,720            
W n/a 8,745                 6,121             4,216            n/a 6,121                   n/a 6,121                 
C n/a 20,590               15,442           14,401          n/a 15,442                 n/a 15,442               
E n/a 2,937                 2,203             489               n/a 2,203                   n/a 2,203                 
Total 38,712         32,272               23,766           19,106          36,459                 30,193                 23,766                 36,459               30,193               23,766               
W n/a 4,699                 4,699             2,620            n/a 4,699                   n/a 4,699                 
C n/a 9,651                 9,651             6,698            n/a 9,651                   n/a 9,651                 

Sablefish WYAK n/a 2,926                 2,926             2,295            n/a 2,926                   n/a 2,926                 
SEO n/a 5,320                 5,320             4,073            n/a 5,320                   n/a 5,320                 
GOA Total n/a n/a 22,596           15,686          n/a 22,596                 n/a 22,596               

Alaska-wide OFL and ABC AK Total 55,084 47,146 n/a 21,758 57,797 47,008 n/a 57,797 47,008 n/a
W n/a 23,337               13,250           63                  n/a 13,250                 n/a 13,250               
C n/a 27,783               27,783           2,742            n/a 27,783                 n/a 27,783               
WYAK n/a 2,778                 2,778             1                    n/a 2,778                   n/a 2,778                 
SEO n/a 1,667                 1,667             1                    n/a 1,667                   n/a 1,667                 

Total 68,121         55,565               45,478           2,807            69,610                 56,910                 45,478                 69,610               56,910               45,478               
W n/a 237                    237                 8                    n/a 237                      n/a 237                    
C n/a 2,655                 2,655             78                  n/a 2,655                   n/a 2,655                 
WYAK n/a 1,856                 1,856             3                    n/a 1,856                   n/a 1,856                 
SEO n/a 2,314                 2,314             2                    n/a 2,314                   n/a 2,314                 

Total 8,387           7,062                 7,062             91                  8,114                   6,832                   7,062                   8,114                 6,832                 7,062                 
W n/a 3,367                 3,367             23                  n/a 3,367                   n/a 3,367                 
C n/a 13,639               13,639           474               n/a 13,639                 n/a 13,639               
WYAK n/a 1,453                 1,453             1                    n/a 1,453                   n/a 1,453                 
SEO n/a 2,905                 2,905             -                n/a 2,905                   n/a 2,905                 

Total 25,978         21,364               21,364           498               25,743                 21,173                 21,364                 25,743               21,173               21,364               

Deep-Water Flatfish

Rex Sole

Example of AP/Council Table 1 for recommendations (metric tons) for GOA Groundfish Final Harvest Specifications for 202X and 202X

202X EXAMPLE Recommendation 202X EXAMPLE Recommendation

Pollock

Pacific Cod

Shallow-Water Flatfish



11

Thank you!



Spatial Apportionment: Joint Groundfish Plan Team Report

The Teams requested that documentation describing the rationale for 
when and how a BRD is specified be provided. 
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