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Background

● No new operational groundfish stock assessments in 2025, 1 HP

● 2026 assessments will inform 2027 and 2028 specifications

● Dec 2025, SSC recommended forming a workgroup

○ Develop report for February with groundfish assessments 
prioritized for 2026
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SSC action items

● Review working group recommendations

● Evaluate 2026 trade off stocks that won’t be assessed this year

● Recommend stocks to be brought forth in Sept/Oct and Nov/Dec
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SSC criteria for prioritizing 2026 stock assessments (from Dec 2025)

● Stock assessments with a one-year cycle completed as normal

● Stock assessments with a four-year cycle shifted forward by one year

● Prioritize two-year stocks from 2025 and 2026

● Prioritize: 

○ AI Pacific Cod, BSAI Yellowfin Sole, BSAI Other Rockfish, BSAI Skates

○ GOA RE/BS, GOA Shortraker, and GOA POP
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Workgroup prioritization for 2026 stock assessments

Additional working group recommendations:

● Produce Harvest Projections in 2026 for all Tier 1-3 stocks without 
operational full / update assessments

● Tier 6 stocks on four-year cycle not prioritized

● Prioritize stocks that had preliminary review in fall 2025

● Prioritize availability of new survey data from 2025 or 2026

● Stocks catch/ABC ratio, lower priority for lower ratios
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Trade off stocks - not assessed in 2026

Four year stocks
● GOA Atka mackerel / GOA Octopus

○ last operational 2021, catch report recommended
● GOA Shallow water flatfish

○ last operational 2021, catch report recommended
● GOA and BSAI sharks

○ Last operational 2022, catch report recommended
● BSAI Flathead sole, BSAI Arrowtooth flounder

○ Last operational 2022, harvest projection recommended
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Trade off stocks - not assessed in 2026

Two year stocks
● BSAI Northern rock sole, BSAI Kamchatka flounder, AI Pollock

○ last operational 2024, harvest projection recommended
● GOA Dusky rockfish

○ last operational 2024, harvest projection recommended
● BSAI Northern rockfish

○ Last operational 2023, harvest projection recommended
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Review timeline

Sept/Oct and Nov/Dec review of operational assessments
Type of assessment September/October November/December

Operational Full 4 10

Operational Update 5 5

Ecosystem Report 0 1

Harvest Projections 12 0
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SSC action items

● Review recommendations put forth by working group

● Evaluate 2026 trade off stocks that won’t be assessed this year

● Recommend stocks to be brought forth in Sept/Oct and Nov/Dec
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