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Assessment Groups

Big Skate

Longnose Skate

Other Skates

2



Stock Complex Overview

• Tier 5 
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Group OFL (t) ABC (t) Catch (t)

Big 3,780 2,835 1,903

Longnose 3,380 2,536 1,278

Other 887 665 591

2025

No Overfishing in 2025



Stock Complex Overview

• Tier 5 
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Group OFL (t) ABC (t) Catch (t)*

Big 3,780 2,835 740

Longnose 3,380 2,536 893

Other 887 665 329

2026

*As of August 19th, 2026



Big Skate Area Overview

• Biologically informed  
recommended distributions (BRDs)
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Area ABC (t) TAC (t) Catch (t)

WGOA 745 745 83

CGOA 1,749 1,749 1,678

EGOA 341 341 142

2025



Big Skate Area Overview

• Biologically informed  
recommended distributions (BRDs)
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Area ABC (t) TAC (t) Catch (t)*

WGOA 745 745 58

CGOA 1,749 1,749 566

EGOA 341 341 116

2026

*As of August 19th, 2026



Longnose Skate Area Overview

• Biologically informed  
recommended distributions (BRDs)
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Area ABC (t) TAC (t) Catch (t)

WGOA 104 104 62

CGOA 1,894 1,894 719

EGOA 538 538 497

2025



Longnose Skate Area Overview

• Biologically informed  
recommended distributions (BRDs)
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Area ABC (t) TAC (t) Catch (t)*

WGOA 104 104 30

CGOA 1,894 1,894 492

EGOA 538 538 371

2026

*As of August 19th, 2026



Longnose Skate Area Overview

• Biologically informed  
recommended distributions (BRDs)
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Area ABC (t) TAC (t) Catch (t)*

WGOA 104 104 30

CGOA 1,894 1,894 492

EGOA 538 538 371

2026

*As of August 19th, 2026



Analytical Approach

•Update Assessment

•Random Effects (RE) model
• M = 0.1

•Updated Data
• Catch (2025-2026 as of August 19th)

• Survey Biomass Estimate from AFSC bottom

    trawl survey for 2025.
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Analytical Approach

• Single Gulf wide RE model
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Other Skates



Analytical Approach

• Single Gulf wide RE model
• Other Skates

• Two Models
• Gulf wide RE model
•  Area-specific multivariate 
   version of the  RE model (REM)
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Big Skate Longnose Skate



Gulf-wide RE model
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Gulf-wide RE model
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Gulf-wide Other Skate RE model
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2025 Estimated 
Biomass increased 
by 29.9% from 2023



Gulf-wide Big Skate RE model
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Big Skate Area REM
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Big Skate Area REM
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Gulf-wide Longnose Skate RE model
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Longnose Skate Area REM
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Longnose Skate Area REM
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Risk Table Summary
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Big Skate Harvest Recommendations

• Tier 5

• OFL = 3,721 t

• ABC = maxABC = 2,791 t

• BRD – W = 567 t

• BRD – C = 1,796 t

• BRD – E = 428 t
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Longnose Skate Harvest Recommendations

• Tier 5

• OFL = 3,572 t

• ABC = maxABC = 2,678 t

• BRD – W = 55 t

• BRD – C = 2,021 t

• BRD – E = 602 t
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Other Skate Harvest Recommendations

• Tier 5

• OFL = 1,111 t

• ABC = maxABC = 833 t
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QUESTIONS?

Contact:
LEE.CRONIN-FINE@NOAA.GOV



Gulf-wide Exploitation Rate (Catch/Biomass)
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Big Skate Area Exploitation Rate (Catch/Biomass)
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Longnose Skate Area Exploitation Rate (Catch/Biomass)
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Projected Catch
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Big Skate Current Catch Projected Catch OFL ABC TAC

GOA-wide 740 1,119 3,780 2,835 2,835

Western 58 119 745 745

Central 566 834 1,749 1,749

Eastern 116 167 341 341

Longnose Skate Current Catch Projected Catch OFL ABC TAC

GOA-wide 893 1,208 3,380 2,536 2,536

Western 30 66 104 104

Central 492 670 1,894 1,894

Eastern 371 472 538 538

Other Skates Current Catch Projected Catch OFL ABC TAC

GOA-wide 329 675 887 665 665
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