BS Pollock Catcher Vessel/Mothership Proposed Purpose & Need Statement and Management Alternative for Consideration by the North Pacific Council Salmon Bycatch Committee

Catcher Vessel/Mothership Proposed Purpose and Need Statement for New Chum Salmon Bycatch Analysis

Western Alaska origin chum salmon are a culturally important food source for Western Alaska communities as well as commercial and recreational fisheries. The objective of this action is to consider non-Chinook salmon (primarily made up of chum salmon) Prohibited Species Catch (PSC) management measures that minimize impacts on Western Alaskan chum stocks. 
 
Chum salmon PSC is currently managed under chum salmon savings areas or a Rolling Hot Spot (RHS) Program outlined within the Bering Sea pollock Incentive Plan Agreements (IPAs). While Western Alaska chum salmon make up a small proportion of the total chum salmon incidental catch in the pollock fishery, additional or modified management measures may be needed to minimize impacts on fishery dependent communities. Genetic stock composition information for non-Chinook salmon indicates that much of the chum salmon encountered by the Bering Sea pollock fishery is of hatchery origin. As such, the Council should structure non-Chinook PSC management measures that provide the pollock trawl fleet with the ability to improve performance in avoiding Western Alaska chum salmon while also achieving optimum yield from the directed pollock fishery and maintaining priority avoidance of Chinook salmon as outlined under the objectives of the Amendments 91 and 110 salmon PSC management program. To this end, non-Chinook salmon PSC reduction measures should focus on reducing impacts to Western Alaska chum salmon.

Catcher Vessel/Mothership Proposed Draft Alternative for Analysis

Status Quo Alternative

Action Alternative:  Time/Area Closures

Establish a Chum Salmon Reduction Plan Agreement (RPA) during the B season requiring pollock vessels to avoid identified subareas in genetic cluster areas 1 and 2 for a specified amount of time based on two triggers being met: 1) an established chum salmon incidental catch rate and 2) historical genetic composition (proportion) of Western Alaska chum salmon to non-Western Alaska chum salmon.

