Purpose and Need Statement for 2023 Chum Salmon Bycatch Analysis

The purpose of this proposed action is to develop actions that can minimize bycatch of western Alaska origin chum salmon in the Eastern Bering Sea pollock fishery consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act, its National Standards, and other applicable law. 

Western Alaska chum salmon are an important food source and culturally significant resource. The proposed action is needed because chum salmon runs in many western Alaska river systems have experienced severe declines since 2018. While the best available scientific information indicates that these run failures have resulted from broad changes to the marine and freshwater environment, western Alaska chum salmon make up a small proportion of total chum salmon bycatch (PSC) in the Bering Sea pollock trawl fishery. The best available scientific information indicates bycatch of western Alaska chum was previously estimated to comprise approximately 1% of total western Alaska chum runs. Because hatchery chum account for the vast majority of chum bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock trawl fishery and encounter rates and locations with western Alaska chum varies on an annual basis, chum salmon PSC adaptive reduction measures should focus on reducing impacts to western Alaska chum. 


Conceptual Alternatives

1.) Status Quo

2.) Additional regulatory provisions requiring IPAs to utilize the most refined genetics information available to further prioritize avoidance of areas and times of highest proportion of WAK chums in years of low abundance.

3.) Other Reasonable Alternatives (to be considered/developed by committee)
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