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Salmon are an important fishery resource throughout Alaska, and chum salmon that rear in the Bering Sea support subsistence, commercial, sport, and recreational fisheries throughout Western and Interior Alaska. Western and Interior Alaska chum salmon stocks are undergoing extreme crises and collapses, with long-running stock problems and consecutive years’ failures to achieve escapement goals, U.S.-Canada fish passage treaty requirements, and subsistence harvest needs in the Yukon, Kuskokwim, and Norton Sound regions. 

The Council is responsible for managing prohibited species catch (PSC) in U.S. commercial groundfish fisheries. There is currently no non-Chinook (comprised primarily of chum) salmon PSC limit in the Bering Sea Aleutian Island (BSAI) groundfish fisheries. The Council recognizes a need to institute additional regulatory management measures to curtail non-Chinook salmon PSC mortality – specifically, that of Western Alaska and Upper/Middle Yukon chum stocks – in these fisheries.

The BSAI pollock trawl fleet is accountable for the majority of the annual non-Chinook PSC mortality in the BSAI groundfish fisheries. Except in 2022, non-Chinook PSC has increased since Amendment 110 was implemented in 2015. Meanwhile, Western Alaska and Yukon chum stock abundance has rapidly declined. PSC in the BSAI pollock fishery reduces the amount of salmon that return to Western and Interior Alaska rivers and subsistence fisheries, a concern that is even more amplified when abundance in these rivers is low, as is currently the case.

The Council intends to establish regulatory non-Chinook PSC management measures that protect Western Alaska and Yukon chum escapement goals and subsistence harvests; provide incentive for the pollock trawl fleet to improve performance in avoiding non-Chinook salmon while achieving the objectives of the Amendment 91 Chinook salmon PSC management program; meet the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, particularly to minimize salmon PSC under National Standard 9; include Alaska Native Traditional Knowledge and the social science thereof as required in relation to National Standard 2; take into account the effects of salmon bycatch on fishing communities and ensure the sustained participation of western Alaska communities in subsistence salmon fishing as required under National Standard 8; and to achieve optimum yield in the BSAI groundfish fisheries on a continuing basis, as calculated after taking into account the social, economic, and ecological impacts of bycatch in the groundfish fisheries as required under National Standard 1.

Non-Chinook salmon PSC reduction measures should focus on reducing impacts to Alaska chum salmon as a top priority, while also prioritizing avoidance of bycatch of other species (including Chinook salmon).





