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	2050 Venia Minor Road

P.O. Box 86

St. Paul Island, Alaska 99660




March 29, 2019
Dr. Elizabeth Figus and Ms. Diana Evans
North Pacific Fishery Management Council

605 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 306

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re:
Traditional Knowledge, Local Knowledge and Subsistence Action Module
Dear Elizabeth and Diana:

The Aleut Community of St. Paul Island would like to extend many thanks to you for contacting our staff to discuss the next steps for the Traditional Knowledge, Local Knowledge and Subsistence Action Module over the last months. Council staff and the Bering Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan team members have made significant efforts to actively engage and involve indigenous organizations in developing an effective framework for the forward progress of this and other modules. We offer the following suggestions on how the Council may best move forward with indigenous participation in a respectful and meaningful way.
We are keenly interested in the processes that will be undertaken to include traditional knowledge, local knowledge and subsistence data and information (qualitative and quantitative). We recognize that it is necessary to consider these processes separately from each other, although similarities may arise that may be streamlined later in the process. The reason for considering these as three separate processes is that each one is at a very different level of development within existing Council processes. For example, although traditional knowledge has long been recognized as a valuable source of dynamic and complex knowledge that lives within peoples and communities with shared experiences and histories, few concrete examples beyond mere documentation exist of its application in resource management and policy. Considerable effort must first be made to bring adequate traditional knowledge holders, indigenous organizations, and those historically not involved directly in Council processes to the table to inform this Action Module.

Inclusion of these representatives may also benefit subsistence use data processes. Communities are not always in alignment with Alaska Department of Fish and Game subsistence data collection methods and outcomes. Mail in surveys are not always an effective way to collect accurate subsistence data, yet these data are almost exclusively used in decision-making.
Local knowledge holders have historically had much more participation and baseline knowledge regarding the Council. Presently, local knowledge is represented on a variety of Committees and Teams within the Council. Thus, a robust process already exists for inclusion of local knowledge, both formally and informally, into decision making at this level, highlighting the need for greater effort to be focused on development of more effective traditional knowledge and subsistence data incorporation to the Action Module.

When the team is composed for this Action Module, we request that you consider individuals that represent groups that have generally been marginalized or not participated in these processes (e.g., those that have yet to ‘sit at the table’), such as non-traditional social scientists (those not working for agencies or academia), knowledge bearers (Elders or chosen representatives from indigenous organizations), tribal members in the regions that these actions will impact the greatest, and others that hold the needed expertise of working with tribes, subsistence issues and data, and multiple, diverse forms of knowledge and science. We hope that you will chose a team that is quite diverse, does not overlap current, more rigidly composed Teams and Committees, and is ready to tackle the Action Module in creative and innovative ways, such as the Bering Sea FEP Team has already exemplified in the development and finalization of the Plan.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these suggestions. We encourage you to consider also the comments submitted by Kawerak, Inc. (submitted March 18, 2019 to Elizabeth Figus).
Sincerely,





Amos T. Philemonoff, Sr.






President, Aleut Community of St. Paul Island
(907-546-3200 (Main) (907-546-3254 (Fax)
PAGE  
2

