NPFMC Salmon Bycatch Committee 
Terms of Reference and Standard Operating Procedures November 2022

1. Purpose: The North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) will establish a Salmon Bycatch Committee (Committee) to address a number of Council related issues on salmon bycatch and research.
2. Tasks for Committee:
Task 1: Review the discussion paper on chum salmon bycatch for the December Council meeting (2022) 
Task 2: Review salmon bycatch findings and recommendations from the State of Alaska’s Bycatch Task Force and the work of the Western Alaska salmon subcommittee
Task 3: Review current information, including Local, Traditional, and Subsistence knowledge, and needed research to determine what is driving western Alaska salmon declines.
The committee will review and discuss these items as they become available and provide comments and any recommendations to the Council in their Committee report.

2. Membership: Committee members (see below) will be appointed by the Council chairman from members of the public during an open application process as notified on the Council website.  Members of Council, State and Federal agency staff will attend to assist the Committee as necessary and by presented requested materials and providing expert input.
3. Organization:
· The Committee co-chairs will be appointed by the Council Chairman from sitting members of the Council.
· Council staff for the committee will be designated by the Council Executive Director. Council staff will provide information as requested and draft a report from the Committee meetings to be reviewed by the Committee members and approved by the co-chairs
· The Committee may recommend and the Council will set meeting agendas.
· The Committee will report directly to the Council.
4. Public comment: Opportunity for public comment will be provided as time allows. The Committee co-chairs will oversee and maintain public comment opportunities.



Committee Members and affiliations:
Rachel Baker (co-chair) – Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Ruth Christiansen – United Catcher Boats
Oscar Evon – Coastal Villages Region Fund
Serena Fitka – Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association
Jennifer Hooper – Association of Village Council Presidents
Mellisa Johnson – Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Tribal Consortium
Stephanie Madsen – At-Sea Processors Association
Andy Mezirow (co-chair) Gray Light Fisheries
Elizabeth Reed – Westward Fishing Company
Steve Ricci – Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation
Kevin Whitworth – Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
Mike Williams, Sr. – Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
Council staff for the Committee Diana Stram 

