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This document represents a short recap of the Council’s recent history around the topic of halibut fishing on unguided rental boats. The Council has received quite a bit of public testimony on this topic in the past. Concerns have primarily been voiced around the differences in harvest regulations between charter and unguided recreational halibut anglers that use rental boats, the possible growth of the rental boat segment of the unguided sector, and how that could negatively impact halibut fishing sectors that operate under the Catch Sharing Plan.
This topic was part of the Council agenda in December 2017, October 2018, and December 2019.
	December 2017
Item C3 on the eAgenda which includes all written comment letters
	Council received a discussion paper which described a possible definition of ‘self-guided halibut rental boat’, presented existing data for unguided halibut harvest overall and types of vessel registration systems that currently exist and may apply. The discussion paper also identified questions for the Council if it wished to move forward.
 
	Council motion identified a purpose and need statement and requested an expanded discussion paper to explore mechanisms to create a registry for motorized rental boats.
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	October 2018
Item D3 on the eAgenda which includes all written comment letters
	Council received an expanded discussion paper which provided an overview of existing vessel registration programs, examined patterns in halibut harvest in the unguided and charter sectors in recent years, and addressed questions posed by the Council in their December 2017 motion.
	Council motion initiated an analysis with a set of alternatives to look at 1) establishing an unguided rental vessel registration, and 2) to align bag limits between charter anglers and anglers on unguided rental vessels.
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	December 2019
Item C8 on the eAgenda which includes all written comment letters
	Council received an Initial Review analysis which described the unguided rental vessel subsector using the best information available, while highlighting the deficiencies of the information that is available. It analyzed the logistics of implementing a new registration and highlighted the challenge of linking these vessels with halibut harvest. The analysis also considered the alternative of aligning the bag limits between the charter sector and unguided rental boat sector.
	Council motion took no further action at this time, but requested Council staff coordinate with AFSC, ADF&G, and recreational stakeholders to explore alternative non-regulatory methods to quantify the number and geographic scope of unguided rental boat activities in recreational halibut fisheries off Alaska.
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